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February 4, 2008

Living and Working “Green” 

USRWA Explores Green Building, Living and Working at Open House

Contact: Becky Olson, USRWA Executive Director; Office 608-437-7707, Cell 608-712-8461

There are as many ways to “go green,” as there are colors in the crayon box; but what does it really mean and is it working for the families, businesses and communities in Dane County? 

About 30% of construction in Dane County is considered green and interested families, community leaders and business owners may find all the related choices over-whelming. Upper Sugar River Watershed Association (USRWA) invites everyone to participate in a green discussion facilitated by a panel of experts and ordinary citizens that live and work green, everyday. 

The forum is part of USRWA’s Annual Meeting and Open House and admission is free and open to the public from 1:00 – 4:00 PM, Sunday, February 24, 2008. It will take place on the Epic Campus; 1979 Milky Way, Verona, WI 53593. Light refreshments will be provided. 

“We hope to hear many different experiences; both good and bad,” says USRWA Director Becky Olson. Olson, who has worked in the conservation field for over twenty years, notes that commonly-used terms like “green, conservation, environmentally-friendly or ecologically-safe” mean different things to different individuals or communities. Panel members will bring ideas as unique as household composting toilets and as “main-stream” as recycling technologies to demonstrate how the actions of individuals may drive markets – and how business markets can benefit in return. 

“There are a lot of good ideas that an individual can act on. However, it’s not until we find a practical means to implement ideas on a community level that real changes to our everyday home and business lives occur.” 

USRWA’s Board of Directors chose the “green theme” after hearing a presentation from Robin Pharo, president of “Wisconsin Green Built Home Initiative” and owner of “Healthy Homes.” USRWA realized that many of their water quality goals could be achieved through the principles found in the Green Built Initiative. Pharo introduced the “New Home Green Built Check List” and explained that in Dane County, many of the storm water and erosion control requirements were already the law – it was just a matter of educating contractors and property owners. 

“The variety and simplicity of the choices on all the water-related requirements were surprising,” adds Olson. In the future USRWA plans to make specific water-management recommendations to landowners, neighborhood planners, and community leaders; based on the information in several different checklists; covering new construction and remodeling of both individual and multi-family homes. 

“The checklists are already supported by Madison Area Builders Association, so we hope our challenge to implement these ‘new’ ideas throughout the Upper Sugar River Watershed will be accepted broadly.” 

USRWA is often invited to give an opinion on different neighborhood plans or even individual homes. The list will be a practical means to suggest construction practices, which have measurable outcomes.  

There are other activities to consider as part of this year’s open house. Nominations are also being accepted for the 2008 Candle on the Water Award. Nominees do not need to be USRWA members, but should be very involved in protecting and promoting the value of the Upper Sugar River Watershed. Please contact any USRWA staff or board director to make a nomination. 

Advanced nominations for USRWA board members are currently being accepted. Voting will take place throughout the event; closing at 4:00 PM. Only USRWA members in good standing are eligible to: nominate a candidate, accept a nomination to be a candidate, or vote in the board election. Self-nominations and write-in candidates are encouraged. Those elected will be notified after the March 10, 2008 USRWA Board of Directors Meeting or sooner. There is currently one vacancy on USRWA’s board and three positions running for re-election. 

Check-in for the 2008 USRWA Annual Meeting & Open House will begin at 1:00 PM, and presentations will follow at 1:30 PM. Advance registration is appreciated but not required – all advanced registrants will receive an extra chance for our door prize drawing. The drawing will take place following the presentations – attendees must be present to win. 

General event information, including directions, will be available on the USRWA Web site: www.usrwa.org. For questions or to participate in advance registration please contact the USRWA office at 608-437-7707 or e-mail usrwa@usrwa.org. Please mark “Open House” in the subject line. 

Editor’s Notes: 

Most members of the discussion panel, USRWA Board Members and the USRWA Executive Director will be available to the media for individual interviews beginning at 11:45 AM and again after the completion of event activities until 4:45 PM. Please feel free to contact USRWA Staff or Volunteers the day of the event by calling 608-712-8451 (Board President, Steve Haak) or 608-712-8461 (Executive Director, Becky Olson). 

The Upper Sugar River Watershed is located in Southwest Dane County, Wisconsin. A watershed is an area of land that water flows across or through on its way to a river, stream, lake, wetland or even drinking water/ground water resource. Our watershed drains into approximately 115 miles of stream, covering a land area 170 square miles extending East into Madison & Fitchburg, West into Mount Horeb, North past Pine Bluff, and South into Belleville. 
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